EXHIBITION SPOTLIGHT

Arts for India

REBECCA WALLERSTEINER explores the colourful and
voluptuous history, and future, of modern art in India

A STRONG SENSE OF design and the voluptuous
characterise both historical and modern Indian art. This
brings to mind the colourful, swirling, sensuous designs
of Liberty, which were originally inspired by traditional
Indian patterns and brought back by the English during
the days of the Raj. In the 16th century, Mughal emperors
commissioned exquisite painting in miniatures and Royal
patronage of the arts continued for centuries. More
recently, the Indian emperars’ traditional role of supporting
artists has been taken over by the country's emerging new
elite, like the Modi family, the Mittals and the Caans.

Three years ago,
Satish and Abha Modi
philanthropically set
up the arts foundation
Arts for India (AFI) to
support the Delhi-based
international Institute of
Fine Arts (IIFA), which teaches arts, fashion and cinema
to 375 talented and often disadvantaged students every
year. “Our Foundation aims to create the next generation
of outstanding Indian artists for the 21st century, like the
distinguished painters M.F. Husain, Anish Kapoor and
S.H. Raza,” comments David Hawkins, the Executive
Director of Arts for India, which offers scholarships to
support poor students through the schoaol, with a long-
term plan of building India’s first private university of art

“Our foundation aims to create
the next generation of oustanding
Indian artists for the 21st century”

near the family township of Modinagar, NCR Delhi.

Thanks to the Modi family and other wealthy
entrepreneurs, the last decade has witnessed a
renaissance of creative Indian art forms and exciting fairs,
like the popular annual India Art Fair, now in its sixth
year, whilst last year saw India’s first Biennale at Kochi-
Muziris in Kerala. Growing interest in modern art has led
to an increase in the number of vibrant new magazines
dedicated to this particular subject: India, Art and Deal
and India Contemporary Art Journal, complementing the
exhibition catalogues produced by art galleries. With this
21st century resurgence
of the arts, India is
rapidly becoming a major
international player within
the art world.

Although India has
a sophisticated culture
thousands of years old and has always been a fertile
country for creative talent, its cultural identity in terms of
contemporary art has, until recently, been restricted to
the domestic market with a few international collectars
bucking the trend. Owing to economic forces, the numbers
of artists involved in modern and folk art (including
painting, metalwork, pottery, jewellery design and weaving)
dwindled during the 20th century.

However, this is bound to change thanks to the






